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OF  THE 


J>lanters  of  TOBACCO 

in  Virginia-y  ^c. 

4  / 


E  the  Council  and  Burgefles 
of  Virginia,  the  moft  ancient 
of  the  Britifh  Colonies  in 
America,  now  met  in  a  Ge¬ 
neral  Aflembly^  having  un¬ 
der  our  Confideration  the 
diftreffed  State  of  the  To¬ 
bacco  T rade,  which  chiefly  employs  the  In- 
duftry  of  the  King’s  Subjefts  here,  and  is  their 
only  Support,  find  ourfelves  obliged,  from  a 
Senle  of  Duty  to  His  Majefty,  and  our  own 
Sufferings,  to  feprefent.  The  Progrefs' 
ef  that  Trade  through  a  long  Courfc  of  Years  i 
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the  many  Mifchiefs  that  have  attended  it 
through  the  various  Changes  it  has  undergone 
;  by  fevera;!  Ads  of  Parliament  ;  and  the  parti¬ 
cular  Hardfhips  which  are  now  impofed  up¬ 
on  us  by  the  unjuft  Dealings  of  moil  of  our 

Fadors,  the  Tobacco  Merchants  in  Great 
Britain. 

Tobacco,  after  the  Ad  of  Tonnage  and 
Poundage  made  in  the  Twelfth  Year  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  until  the  Firft  Year  of 
King  James  the  Second,  was  liable  only  to  ” 
the  old  Subfidy  of  One  Penny,  and  the  addi¬ 
tional  Duty  of  another  Penny  fer  Pound  ; 
and  during  that  Time  the  Duties  were  no 
great  Burthen  upon  -  the  Merchants ;  and  the 
Frauds  in  the  Cuftoms  (if  there  v/ere  any)  were 
lo  inconfiderable,  that  they  did  little  affefl  the 
Planters.  But  their  principal  Difadvantageji 
then  was,  that  the  Ufe  of  Tobacco  was  not  fo  " 
niiich  grown  into  Cuftom,  and  the  Quantity 
imported  into  England.,  though  it  was  vaft- 
ly  lefs^  than  at  this  Time,  did  exceed  the  Con- 
fumption  ;  yet  it  was  a  more  profitable  Trade,  ^ 
and  perhaps  yielded  a  much  better  Revenue  in 
Proportion  than  alfthe  Duties  do  now-. 

By  the  ift  of  King  James.,  an  Impofition 
ot  1  hree  Pence  per  Pound  was  added,  to  be 
paid  with  feveral  Abatements  by  the  Coniump- 
tioner  before  he  ftiould  be  permitted  to  receive 
it  from  the  Merchant;  and  in  the  mean  Time, 
the  Merchant  or  Importer  was  obliged  to 
give  Bond  with  one  or  more  fufficient  Securi¬ 
ties,  or  to  procure  two  other  Perfons  to  become 
bound  to  the  King,  not  to  deliver  any  To¬ 
bacco 


■bacco  to  the  Buyer  before  the  Duty  fhoukl 
.be  duly  paid  ;  or,  in  Cafe  he  fhould  not  fell 
or  export  it  before  the  Expiration  of  Eigh- 
■teen  Months  from  the  Importation,  to  pay 
the  Duty. 

Thefe  Bonds  were  to  be  difcharged  by  Cer¬ 
tificate  of  the  Buyer’s  having  paid  the  Duty,  or 
giving  Bond  to  export  it  ;  and  the  Merchant 
or  Importer  was  liable  once  in  Three  Months 
■to  account  upon  Oath  to  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Cuftoms,  and  his  Warehoulcs  to  be 
learched  for  all  Tobacco  remaining  in  his 
Hands  from  Time  to  Time  ;  and  in  Cafe  he 
fliould  fail  to  make  Payment  of  the  Duties 
which  fhould  be  found  due,  his  Bonds  were  to 
be  returned  into  the  Exchequer,  theie  to  be 
profecLited  according  to  the  Courfe  of  .Law. 

Then  there  arofe  a  fufficient  Temptation 
to  defraud  the  Cuftoms,  and  the  Running  of 
Tobacco  became  foon  a  very  great  Abufe  but 
in  other  Refpeftsthe  Courfe  of  the  Trade  was 
very  little  altered,  the  Price  was  raifcd  in  fome 
Degree  in  Proportion  to  the  Duties,  and  this 
Impoft  was  much  better  fecured  to  the  Crown, 
than  by  the  Method  introduced  afterwards 
by  the  7th  and  8th  of  King  William^  which 
obliged  the  Importer  to  give  Bond  for  the 
Payment  of  it  at  the  End  of  Eighteen 
Months  from  the  Importation,  difcounting 
for  prompt  Payment  Ten,  Six,  Four,  and 
Two Cent,  according  to  the  Time,  which 
was  TO  be  difcharged  by  Debentures  upon  Ex¬ 
portation  of  the  fame  Tobacco  within  Twelve 
Months.  It  was  Lid  that  the  former  Method 


of  paying  the  Duty  by  the  Confumptionef 
was  found  prejudicial  *to  Trade,  and  grie¬ 
vous  to  the  Merchants  ;  but  Experience  has 
not  yet  difcoveled  any  Advantage  from  the 
Merchants  bonding  the  Duties  ;  nor  were  the 
People  ol  Vtrginid  acquainted  with  thelncon- 
veniencies  that  Were  fuggefted  to  the  ParJia- 
xnenr,  and  were  the  Grounds  upon  which  that 
Alteration  was  made  \  but  many  Abufes  did 
foon  arife  from  thence  in  Regard  to  the  King 
and  People.  The  Merchants  indeed  had  im¬ 
mediately  an  apparent  Benefit  by  this  Regula¬ 
tion  \  for  in  all  their  Accounts  afterwards- 
they  charged  their  Corhmiffions  lipon  all  the 
Duties,  even  when  the  Tobacco  was  exported, 
and  only  the  lirft  Penny  paid,  and  the  Moi¬ 
ety  of  that  drawn  back  :  Which  has  been 
confiderably  aggravated  upon  the  Planters 
fince  the  further  Subfidy  of  One  Penny  by  the 
A(5l  of  the  9th  and  lOth  of  King 
and  the  one  Third  Subfidy  by  the  2d  and  3d 
of  Queen  Anne  were  added  :  So  that  at  this 
Day,  the  Merchants  Commiffions  may  be  ge¬ 
nerally  computed  to  be  above  an  Eighth  Part 
of  the  iiet  Produce  of  the  Tobacco,  in  moft 
of  their  Accounts,  and  upon  many  Sales  to 
inure  chan  the  whole  Balance  coming  to  the 
Planter.  Divers  Acts  of  Parliament  have  been 
fince  made  in  feveral  Reigns  for  advancing  the 
Trade;  and  we  conceive  that  the  Prohibition 
to  import  Bulk  Tobacco  was  fo  far  ufeful,  as 
to  make  the  Running  of  it  more  difficult:  En- 
krging  the  Time  for  Exportation  to  Three 
Years,  drawing  back  the  whole  Duty  upon 

Expor- 


(?) 

Exportation,  and  reducing  the  feveral  Dif-? 
counts  and  Allowances  upon  the  refpedlive 
Duties  to  one  uniform  Abatement,  have  pro¬ 
duced  fome  good  Elfefts,  But  fo  long  as  the 
Merchant  is  trufted  with  the  keeping  of  To¬ 
bacco  jn  his  own  Warehoufes,  arxd  the  Pay- 
jnent  of  the  Duties  continues  under  the  prefent 
Method,  we  apprehend  no  Expedient  will  be 
found  adequate  to  the  Mifchiefs  defigned  to  be 
remedied. 

For,  with  refpedl  to  the  King,  it  is  very 
obvious  from  many  recent  Inftances,  that 
many  pf  the  Merchants  are  forced  to  contraft 
Debts  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe  far  exceeding 
the  Value  of  their  Eftates,  which  has  occafio- 
ned  the  Lofs  of  vaft  Sums  of  Money  to  the 
Revenue,  The  Planters  find  an  unaccount¬ 
able  Difference  in  the  Weights  of  their  To¬ 
bacco  when  it  is  fhippcd  off  here,  and  when 
it  is  weighed  again  at  the  Cuftom-Houfes  in 
Great  Britain^  efpecially  in  L,ondon.  It  will 
be  very  clear  from  an  Enquiry  into  the  Ba¬ 
lances  paid  every  Year  into  the  Exchequer, 
that  not  above  one  half  of  the  Tobacco  which 
mufl  neceffarily  be  confumed  in  Great  Britain 
can  have  paid  the  Duties  :  And  it  may  be 
worth  while  to  confider  by  what  Means  it  has 
been  poffible  for  many  Merchants  who  have 
fail’d,  and  thereby  difeovered  the  ill  State  of 
their  Affairs,  to  maintain  their  Credit  for  ma¬ 
ny  Years  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe, 

It  will  be,  without  Doubt,  a  very  great 
Difficulty  upon  us  at  this  Diftance,  to  give 
any  clear  Account  of  the  Caufes  which  pro¬ 
duce 
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ducc  fuch  Evils,  and  whatever  we  arc  able 
to  offer  upon  the  Subjeft,  may  poffibiy  amount 
only  to  a  probable  Conjeftare.  Yet  if  Re- 
courfe  be  had  to  the  Number  of  Hogfheads 
imported  and  exported,  and  a  juft  Calcu¬ 
lation  made,  of  the  Weights  of  one  Hoo-il 
head  with  another,  (which  may  now  be  eafily 
known  ftotri  the  feveral  Cuftom  Houles  in 
Great  Britain,  as  to  Virginia  ■'Tohzcco,  feeing 
the  net  Weight  when  it  goes  from  henc^ 
by  a  Law  lately  made  here,  is  marked  upon 
every  Hogfhead  by  fworn  Infpeftors)  there 
will  remain  a  very  pregnant  Sufpicion,  that 
a  confiderable  Part  of  the  Frauds  muft  proceed 
from  weighing  the  Tobacco'  upon  the  Land¬ 
ing  of  it,  either  through  Corruption  or  Neg¬ 
ligence  :  And  if  this  be  probable,  the  Mer¬ 
chant  having  the  Tobacco  in  his  own  Ware- 
houles,  or  his  Servants,  Coopers,  or  Porters, 
may  take  out  of  a  great  N  umber  of  Hogfheads 
a  large  Proportion  of  the  whole,  and  yet  by 
the  Favour  and  Connivance  of  a  corrupt  Offi¬ 
cer,  when  It  comes  to  be  weighed  again  for 
Exportation,  may  obtain  a  Debenture  for  a 
greater  (^antity,  and  thereby  not  only 
deiraud  the  Crown  of  the  Duty  which  ought 
to  have  been  paid,  but  even  receive  a  Draw¬ 
back  for  what  was  never  paid  :  And  we  think 
it  impoffible  to  account  in  any  Degree  for  fuch 
prodigious  Frauds  in  another  Manner. 

We  conceive  it  is  no  hard  Matter  for  a  Man 
of  a  fmail  Fortune  to  make  a  confiderable  Fi¬ 
gure  m  Trade  by  a  large  Credit  at  the  Cuftom 
Floufe  •,  for  if  a  Merchant,  for  Example,’. 

enters 


enters  Five  Hundred  Hogfheads  of  Tobacco, 
which  he  fells  for  the  Home  Confumption, 
and  bonds  the  Duties,  though  they  are  payable 
at  the  End  of  -Eighteen  Months,  no  Pro- 
cefs  can  ifllie  againlt  him  till  after  the  Time 
allowed  for  Exportation,  then  he  cannot  be 
molefted  upon  fuch  a  Bond  within  three  Years, 
and  fo  long  he  has  to  contrive  a  Way  to  dif- 
charge  it,  which  may  be  done  in  this  Manner : 
If  he  ckn  procure  the  fame  .Quantity  every 
Year,  by  exporting  the  Confignment  of  every 
Third  Year  only,  the  Debenture  (if  any  bo¬ 
dy  will  fwear  it  to  be  for  the  fame  Tobacco 
that  was  entered  Two  Years  before^  will  dif- 
charge  all  the  Bonds  that  can  be  profecuted 
againft  him,  and  reimburfe  him  for  what  he- 
was  obliged  to  pay  down  for  the  Eirft  Penny  : 
So  by  fuch  a  Management,  a  Merchant  may 
trade  with  good  Credit  a  confiderable  Time 
,  upon  the  Money  he  really  owes  to  the  Crown  ; 
and  if  he  is  very  dexterous,  may  actually  dif- 
dtarge  all  his  Bonds,  and  by  the  Frauds  in  the 
Weights  at  the  Landing  and  Shipping  off, 
gain  a  great  deal  of  Money.  A  flagrant  In- 
ftance  of  this  Sort,  we  are  informed,  was  dif- 
covered  by  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms, 
in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Midford^  and  without  Doubt 
many  more  have  remained  undifeovered. 

As  this  Method  of  bonding  the  Duties  turns 
fo  much  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Crown,  it  is 
no  lefs  injurious  to  the  Planters,  not  only  be- 
caufe  it  cannot  be  expedled,  while  fuch  enor¬ 
mous  Pradlices  fubfift  in  the  Trade,  that  the 
Tobacco  which  really  pays  the  Duty  can  fell 
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3.t  s-ny  tolciable  Price  ;  but  the  Merchants,, 
efpecialJy  in  Lo7tdo7t^  have  it  in  their  Power  to* 
opprefs  the  Subjefts  of  the  Tobacco  Colonies 
in  many;  grievous  Inftances.  One  has  beem 
already  mentioned  in  refpea:  to  their  CommilTi-.- 

ons,  and  we  niuft  beg  Leave  to  obferve  feveraf 
others. 

* 

Tiie  Merchants,  when  they  fell  our  Xobaccoi 
■for  the  Home  Confumption,  think  them- 
felves  under  no  Obligation  to  fecure  the  Duties, 
but  deliver  it  to  the  Retailer  upon  a  long 
.Creait,  as  they  pretend  ;  and  if  he  happens  to 
become  a  Bankrupt,  they  hold  the  Planter 
engaged  to  repay  all  the  Charges  of  that  To¬ 
bacco,  including  the  Duties,  and  even  their 
own  Cornmiffions.  By  this  Means,  a  Man, 
whofe  Misfortune  it  is  to  have  his  Tobacco 
fold  to  a  Bankrupt,  will  be  brought  in  Debt 
to  the  Merchant  Eighteen  or  Nineteen  Pounds 
a  Hogfhead,  befides  lofing  the  net  Produce  ; 
which  is  fo  terrible  a  Circumftance,  that  fome< 
■are  obliged  to  make  a  further  Allowance  to 
the  Merchant  to  make  good  all  Debts ;  and 
thofe  that  will  not  fubmit  to  their  Terms  are 
continually  expofed  to  Ruin,  and  he  that  has 
the  beft  Eftate  is  moft  in  Danger. 

The  Tret  and  Clough,  which  is  an  Allow¬ 
ance  to  the  freemen  ol  London  upon  all  waft¬ 
ing  Commodities,  is  another  heavy  Article 
.upon  us  :  It  is  deduded  out  of  the  net  Tobacco 
which  pays  the  Duty  upon  every  Sale  to  any 
Retailer,  and  amounts  to  above  Twenty  . Shil¬ 
lings-  upon  a  ■  Hogfhead.  We  are,  allowed 
at  the  Cuftom  Idoufe  Eight  Pounds  upon 
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a  Hogfliead  by  Aft  of  Parliament  for'Draught, 
and  Tv/o  Pounds  for  Sample  •,  ■  but  ’  this  tlie 
Merchant  in  moft  Cafes  converts  to  his  own 
Ufe,  and  thereby  deprives  the  Planter  of 
about  Seven  Shillings  upon  every  Hoglbead, 
and  very  often  more.  And  whereas  formerly 
all  the  petty  Charges  upon  Tobacco  did  amount 
to  little  more  than  Five  Shillings  pr  Hog* 
fliead,  which  we  conceive  did  exceed  conlide- 
rably  what  was  really  paid,  the  prefent  Sett 
of  Merchants  have  of  late  contrived  to  raife 
that  Article  to  upwards  of  Ten  Shillings  in  all 
their  Accounts,  and  very  frequently  to  more 
than  Fifteen  Shillings.  One  ■  extraordinary 
Charge,  among  others,  is  Three  Pencea  Hog- 
fhead,  amounting  to  between  Four  and  Five 
Hundred  Pounds  a  Year  from  Virginia^  and 
as  much  from  Maryland,  lately  impofed  upon 
us,  without  our  Confent,  to  defray  their  Ex- 
pences  in  applying  to  the  Parliament  upon  any 
Occafion  to  relieve  us  from  the  Hardfinips  we 
groan  under:  How  well  they  deferve  this  Mo¬ 
ney,  will  beft  appear  from  the  Recoi'ds  of 
Parliament. 

We  do  admit  the  Aft  of  Parliament  which 
laid  fettled  the  Abatements  upon  prompt  Pay¬ 
ment  of  the  Duties,  was  deugned  for  the 
..Good  of  the  Planters,  and  is  fo  on  Aecount  of 
reducing  the  Duties  to  what  they  are  at  pre¬ 
fent  •,  but  the  Merchants  have  fo  determin’d 
by  their  own  Decrees,  as  to  ingrofs,  in  great 
Meafure,  the  Advantage  of  this  Difcount  to 
thcmfelves.  For  it  is  the  Misfortune  of  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Shippers  of  Tobacco, 
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not  to  be  able  to  remit  Money  to  pay  dowm 
the  Duties,  though  fome  are  ;  but  they  arei 
obliged  by  the  millerious  Rules  of  Trade,  to^ 
lodge  in  the  Hands  of  their  Correfpondentsit 
double  the  Sum  that  would  be  fufficient  for 
that  Purpole,  or  at  lead  a  very  great  Overplus ; . 
whereby  the  Merchant  is  manifeftly  in  a  much 
better  Condition  when  he  allov/s  his  Correfpon- 
clcnt  here  the  Advantage  of  the  Difcounts,  than 
when  he  takes  it  to  himfelf,  and  makes  it  not 
worth  any  Man’s  while  to  keep  Money  to 
make  the  prompt  Payment  of  the  Duties  upon 
his  Tobacco,  feeing  upon  the  Merchants 
Terms  of  allowing  the  Difcount,  and  their 
■unrealbnable  Delays  in  bringing  the  Money 
back  to  our  Credit,  no  body  can  make  Four 
fer  Cent  Intcred,  and  very  feldom  fo  much. 
Be  fides,  the  Planter  without  Money,  muft,  in 
a  fair  v/ay  of  Dealing,  be  very  frequently,  if 
not  always,  entitled  to  the  Difcount  of  Seven 
per  Cent  per  Annum,  allowed  by  the  9th  of 
tlie  late  King,  upon  the  Payment  of  the  Duties 
within  Eighteen  Months  :  For  it  is  a  very 
great  Abiife  in  the  Trade, ’that  the  Merchants 
are  too  hafty  on  many  Occafions  in  felling 
Tobacco,  in  order  to  raife  ready  Money  for 
their  own  Purpofes  ;  and  though  they  keep 

their  Accounts  back  feveral  Years  from  their 

• 

Correfpondents,  none  of  them  will  fay  that 
they  never  receive  any  Money  upon  the  Sales 
of  Tobacco  within  Eighteen  Months  from  the 
Importation.  Yet  we  know  not  one  Inftance 
of  any  Allowance  being  made  upon  this  Ar¬ 
ticle  by  any  Merchant  in  London^  though  it 

has 
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has  been  made  by  forme  few  in  the  Out- 
Ports. 

This  is  only  an  Epitome  of  fome  of  our 
Grievances,  and  there  are  many  other  that 
cannot  be  properly  ^mentioned  upon  this  Oc« 
cafion.  But  left  thefe  ihould  not  be  fufR- 
cient  by  their  own  Weight  to  undoe  us,  we 
are  informed  the  Merchants  have  lately  ob¬ 
tained  an  Aft  of  Parliament,  whereby  an 
Affidavit  before  the  chief  Magiftrate  of  any 
Town  or  Borough,  is  made  equal  to  viva  voce 
Evidence,  for  the  Proof  of  their  Accounts, 
however  unj aft  or  miftaken  ;.and  the  Nature 
of  our  Eftates  (which  have  from  our  firft: 
Settlement  been  under  the  fame  Circumftan* 
ces  that  the  like  Eftates  are  in  England)  are 
altered  by  making  our  Lands  fubjeft  to  the 
Payment  of  their  Book'  Debts,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  give  us  larger  Credit,  It  will 
not  become  us,  nor  do  we  prefume  to  difpute 
with  the  Wifdom  of  the  Parliament  ;  but  we 
are  juftly  alarmed  with  the  Confequencesof  the 
additional  Power  the  Merchants  will  have  now 
to  opprefs  us  more  than  they  have  ever  done 
before ;  and  are  apprehenfive  they  cannot  be 
reftrained  but  by  the  Laws  of  their  own  Con- 
fciences,  from  making  themfelves.  Mafters  of 
the  Eftates  in  both  the  Tobacco  Colonies, 
unlefs  we  can  be  relieved  by  the  Parliament, 
And  we  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies  who  employ  above  Four  Hundred  Sail 
of  Ships,  maintain  raore  than  Four  Thoufand 
Seamen,  confume  of  the  Manufaftures  of  Greal 
Brmin  to  the  Value  of  near  half  a  Million 

yearly. 
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yearly,  have  fo  confiderable  a  Share  in  fup- 
porting  the  Balance  of  Trade  with  Foreign 
Nations,' 'and  raife  fo  great  a  Revenue  to  the 
Crown,  without  being  one  Farthing  Expehce 
to  our  Mother  Country,  will  be  thought  wor¬ 
thy  the  Confideration  of  a  BritiJJj  Parliament* 
To  this  End  we ‘humbly  Propofe,' that  the 
Merchants  be  no  longer  folely  trufted  with 
the  keeping  of  Tobacco,  but  that  the  fame  be 
depofited  in  Warehoufes  under  the  Lock  and 
Key  ot  the  King  and  Merchant  ;  that  all 
the  Duties  be  reduced  to  Four  Pence  Three 
Farthings  the  Pound,  which  is  the  net  Duty, 
at  prefent,  after  dilcounting  the  Twenty 
Five  per  Cent  *,  that  no  Bonus  betaken  for 
fecuring  the  Duties  upon  Importation  ^  that 
all  Tobacco  be  weighed  when  it  is  landed, 
and  weighed  again  when  'fold  and  delivered 
out  to  the  Retailer  or  Exporter  *,  that  fach 
Retailer  pay  down  the  Duty  according  to 
the  laft  Weight,  and  only  remain  anfwerable  to 
the  Merchant  for  the  Overplus  of  the  Price  ; 
that  all  Tobacco  be  exported  Duty-free,  and 
the  fame  Time  allowed  for  Exportation  as  is 
now  and  that  fome  feverer  Penalties  be 
annexed  to  the  relanding  of  Tobacco  delivered 
out  for  Exportation,  or  felling  it  at  home  :  By 
this  Method  no  Alteration  v/ill  be  made  in  re- 
fpeft  to  the  Duty,  but  that  will  be  better 
fecured,  and  cannot  fail  of  being  encreafed  by 
fuppreffing  the  Multitude  of  Frauds,  which 
muft  needs  arife  from  the  Merchant’s  having 
the  Tobacco  in  his  Power,  and  bonding  the 
D  uties  ;  Many  Perjuries  v/ill  be  prevented  •, 

the 
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the  Merchant  will  then  have  no  Interefl  in 
leffening  the  Weights,  but  for  the  fake  of  his 
Commiffions  will  fee  that  Juftice  be  done  to 
the  King  and  the  Planter,  and  the  Cuftom- 
Houfe  Books  will  be  a  Check  upon  him  if 
he  does  ’any  wronn; ;  the  Planters  will  be  able 
to  chufe  their  Merchants  for  their  Probity  and 
kind  Treatment,  and  not  for  their  Riches  or 
Credit  ;  the  Swofd  will  be  taken  out  of  their 
Hands,  and  the  Balance  held  more  equally 
between  them  and  us. 

Yet  we  cannot  doubt,  but  many  Objec¬ 
tions  will  be  raifed  by  our  Enemies  to  this  . 
Scheme,  and  terrible  Confequences  muft  be 
foretold,  to  follow  upon  it,  even  with  Refpedt 
to  our  felves :  But  however  that  may  be,  we 
have  this  Confolation  in  being  affured,  that 
we  cannot  be  in  a  worfe  Condition  than  we 
are  at  this  Jundlure  ;  and  if  the  Trade  fhould 
not  be  reftored  to  a  better  State,  we  fhall  at 
lead  be  fecure  in  our  Poverty,  and  be  de¬ 
fended  from  thofe  who  feek  to  undoe  us. 

Signed  in  the  Name  and  Behalf 
cf  the  CounciL 

.  Robert  Carter,  Preftdent. 

JoHTsr  Holloway,  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Burgejfes, 

Williormshurg^  June 
28,  1732. 
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A 


VINDICATION 

OF  THE 

* 

Reprefentation  of  the  CASE  of 
the  Planters  of  Tobacco  in 
Virginia\  made  by  the  General 
Affembly  of  that  Colony. 


HE  Trade  of  the  Tobacco 
Colonies  is  juftly  account¬ 
ed  one  ©f  the  moft  benefi¬ 
cial  Branches  of  Trade  be- 
loncins;  to  Great  Britain’^ 
on  account  of  the  Revenue 
it  raifes  to  the  Crown  5  of  the  Share  it  has 
in  balancing  the  Trade  with  foreign  Na¬ 
tions  5  of  the  great  Number  of  Ships  and 
Seamen  which  are  employed  in  it ;  and 
the  Confumption  it  occafions  of  the  Ma- 
nufadures  of  this  KinL»:dom.  ■  And  who- 
ever  will  take  the  Pains  to  make  an  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  State  of  this  Trade  for  forty 

•  C  Years 
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Years  pafl,  muft  be  convinced,  that  it  has 
all  that  rinte  (lonie  few  Years  excepted) 
laboured  under  the  moll  lingular  Kaidf  tips 
that  can  be  imagined;  and  will  liaveRea- 
foil  to  wonder  how  a  People,  whopchefs 
fo  fine  a  Country,  could  have  Patience 
enough  to  carry  it  on,  without  turning 
their  Induftry  to  foniething  clfe  that  might 
be  more  advantageous  to  them. 

But  they  have  flattered  themfelves  from 
Time  to  Time,  that  their  Diftreiles,  being 
chiefly  occalioncd  by  certain  Abufes  in  the 
Payment  of  the  Duties  with 'which  this 
Commodity  is  loaded,  by  running  great 
Quantities  without  paying  any  Duty,  and 
fomc  badManagements  among  themfelves, 
might  be  relieved  by  a  proper  Regulation. 

Accordinglv  fevcral  Methods  have  been 
attempted  in  the  Colonics  to  oblige  the 
Planters  to  make  good  Tobacco,  and  to 
prevent  the  Exportation  of  what  is  not  fit 
for  any  Market,  which  is  all  that  is  in  their 
Power  to  do  ;  the  Parliament  in  feverai 
Reigns  have  made  Laws  for  advancing  the 
Trade,  and  prevenring  Frauds;  and  thofe 
who  have  had  the  Dii'cdion  of  Affairs  in 
tlic  rreafurv,  have  cndeavc-urcd  to  enforce 

m 

tliefc  Laws,  efpecially  of  late,  by  caufing 
the  Condud  of  the  Ofllcers  of  the  Cuftoms 
to  be  more  flridly  look’d  into,  and  remo¬ 


ving 
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ving  fuch  as  have  been  found  guilty  of  a- 
ny  Corruption  or  Negligence. 

Bur  the  Legillature  of  Virginia,  in  a 
late  Deliberation,  beinsr  fatisfied  that  none 
of  the  Expedients  that  have  hitherto  been 
fallen  upon,  have  had  the  good  Effedt  that 
was  expedted ;  and  that  they  had  little 
Reafon  from  the  late  Condud  of  fome  of 
their  Fadors  m.Great  Britain,  to  hope  for 
a  thorough  Reformation  of  Abufes  by  their 
Affiftance ;  thought  it  neceflary  to  lay  open 
their  Grievances,  and  to  feek  Relief  upon 
a  juft  Reprefentation  of  their  Cafe,  which 
has  lately  appeared  in  Print,  and  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Publicfc. 

That  undutiful  Paper  has  been  long  tal¬ 
ked  of  about  the  Royal  Exchange,  been 
branded  as  the  moft  fcandaious  and  ground- 
lefs  Libel  that  ever  was  formed,  and  un¬ 
worthy  of  any  Regard  or  Examination  5 
and  has  given  Occafion  to  Abundance  of  Ri¬ 
dicule  and  Abufe  upon  the  Perfon  who 
came  over  to  fupport  it,  as  well  from  thofe 
who  know  hedeferves  no  fuchTreatmentj 
as  from  others  who  are  willing  to  take  eve¬ 
ry  thing  for  granted  that  is  laid  on  one  Side 
of  a  Queftion. 

The  Authors  of  it  did  not  exped  that 
every  Gentleman  in  the  Trade  would  look 
upon  himfelf  to  be  affeded  by  the  Cliargo 
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it  contains,,  bccaufe  they  left  Room  for 
Exceptions  to  the  Charaders  of  fuch  as 
were  above  the'  bafe  Pradices  they  com¬ 
plain  of  j  and  the  more,  becauie  moft  of 
them  have  at  fome  time  or  other  complain¬ 
ed  to  their  Correlpondents  of  the  Iniquities 
of  their  Brethren,  and  imputed  fome  of 
the  bad  Events  in  the  Trade  to  Frauds  of 
this  Sort. 

«  •  .  * 

They  know  very  well  how  one  of  their 
own  Members,  about  Tour  Years  ago,  at 
leveral  of  their  General  Meetings,  prefled 
them  to  join  in  an  Application  to  alter  the 
Method  of  colleding  the  Duties  for  the 
Reafons  there  mentioned  ;  'i 
.  And,  if  they  defire  it;  T  believe  they 
.may  be  informed  of  another,  who  is  now 
among  them,  and  has  a  Share  in  the  pre- 
fent  Oppofition,  that  has  lately  urged  up¬ 
on  the'  fame  Account,  the  Necellity  of 
fome  PvCgulation.  So  that  thev  have  heard 
of  thefe'  Evils  before,  and  are  the  more 
inexcLifable  for  laying  alidc  ail  Regard  to 
their  Friends  abroad  (who  have  been  al¬ 
lowed  upon  other  Occafions  to  deferve  a 
kindcrTreatmcnt,)  only  bccaui'e  they  have 
prefumed  to  complain  of  a  Mifchief  fo 
notorious. 

But  fincc  they  are  fo  flrongly  united,  not 
only  among  themfelvcs,  which  rarely  hap¬ 
pens. 
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pens,  but  with  the,  Retailers  of  Tobacco, 
(whofe  Interefti  fuppofe  is  as  different  from 
the  Planters,  as  that  of  the  Buyer  and  Sel¬ 
ler  is  in  other  Cafes,)  to  oppofe  any  Al¬ 
teration  in  the  Tirade  ;  and  .cry  aloud  for 
Proofs  of  the  Fads  that  are  alledged  againft 
them,  and  tend  fo  much  to  the  Dilhohour 
of  their  Body,'  it  will  be  neceflary  to-  ilfuf- 
trate  the  general  Articles  of  that  Paper, 
and  to  Ihew,  how  far  they  can  be  made 
out  5  and  the  rather,  be.caufe  thefe.Gentle- 
men  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  raife  a 
great  Clamour  in  the  Nation,  and  to  make 
them  believe  that  their  Liberties  are  con¬ 
cerned  in  this  Qtteftion.  " 

It,  will  be  conlidered  how  difficult  it  is 
in  a  Cafe  of  this  Nature,  to  bring  a  clear 
Evidence  of  many  Inftaiices  of  thefe  Abu- 
fes ;  becaufe  People  who  combine  to  do 
any  Mifchief,  will  take  Care  to  have  no 
Witnefles  againft  them,  and  are  under  ve¬ 
ry  ftrong  Ties  not  to  difeover  one  another. 

But  it  happens  that  that  Perfon,  whoi'e 
Name  is  mentioned  in  this  Complaint,  has 
left  a  Record  againft  himfelf  among  his 
own  Books  and  Papers,  of  kis  Method  of 
dealing  at  the  Cuftom  Houfe  ;  'whereby  it 
appears,  that  in  one  Ship’s  Loading  of  3 1  o 
Hoglheads,  in  the  Year  i727,  hedefrauded 

the 
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the  Crown  of  near  one  Seventh  Part  of  the 
Duties,  by  falfe  Weights  at  the  Keys. 

An  Account  of  which  is  thus  ablh  aaed 
and  ftated,  every  Article  containing  the 
Weight  of  Ten  Hogfheads. 


Weights  accordingJo 
the  La  ' 

Books. 


Hhds. 
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15 
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2 

9 

89 

3 

27 
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18 
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3 
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60 
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0 

61 

0 

18 

27 

0 

18 

39 

I 

7 
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0 
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3 

18 

The  Total  of  the  Difference  amounts 
to  30,893  futtie  Pounds,  and  the  Duty  of 
fo  much  was  faved  to  the  Fadlor,  who, 
if  he  managed  as  well  when  he  exported 
this  Tobacco,  might  very  cafily  gain  as 
much  more  in  Debentures. 

A  further  Evidence  of  Fraud  of  the  fame 
Kind  may  be  juftly  inferred  from  the  ex¬ 
treme  low  Weights  of  great  Numbers  of 
Hoglheads  in  fome  Loadings,  which  will 
appear  by  fome  of  the  Books  of  the  Land- 
Waiters. 

Another  very  flagrant  Cafe  has  by  Ac¬ 
cident  been  dilcovered,  and  happens  to 
be  very  recent;- 'f 
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A  Tobacco  Merchant  ftood  bound  at 
the  Cuftom-houfe  in  feveral  Bonds,  for 
more  than  4000  L  and  the  Time  allowed 
for  Payment  was  near,  expiring.  Upon 
the  Arrival ,_of  another -Ship,  he  offer’d  to 
enter  300  Hoglheads,  to  pay  down  the 
firft  (Subfidy,  and  give  Bond  with  Secu¬ 
rities  for  the  reft  of  the  Duties ;  but  the 
Officer,  who  was  to  Judge  of  the  Secu¬ 
rities,  thought  fit  to  xejeft  them.  The 
Merchant  was  not  at  all  difcompofed ; 
went  away,  and  in  a  few  D.ays  brought 
ready  Money,  paid  down  all  the  Duties, 
and  of  courfe  was  allowed  the  Difcount 
oi  Ten  per  Cent.  Soon  afterwards  he 
Ihipped  off  the  fame  300  Hogfheads, 
fomebody  was  provided  to  fwear  they 
were  the  .Tobacco  for  w'hich  his  Bonds 
was  given,  and  Debentures  were  obtained 
accordingly  for  upwards  of  500L  more 
than  he  paid  down  upon  his  Entry. 

And  I  think  fuller  Evidence  of  Fraud, 
as  well  upon  the  Importation  as  Expor¬ 
tation  will  not  be  required  ?  But  Gentle¬ 
men  will  immediately  fay,  that  it  amounts 
to  no  more  than  to  prove  the  Guilt  of 
two  or  three  Perfons ;  and  the  B^eputa- 
tion  of  the  Reft  of  the  Body  muft  not 
be  ftained  upon  their  Account. 

To  this  1  will  only  give  a  General  An- 

fwer 
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fwcr ;  that  there  are  Perfons  to  be  found* 
who  will  prove  the  fame  Things  in  ma¬ 
ny  Inftances,  and  in  a  continual  Series, 
provided  they  may  be  fecured  againft  mem 
tioning  Names,  whereby  they  muft  betray 
Priendlhips,  and  perhaps  ruin  Families.  ' 
And  I  think  entring  into  a  ftriri:  En¬ 
quiry  about  the  Matter  will  be  altogether 
unneceflrary,if  the  Price  of  Tobacco  fold 
With  the  Duty  on  for  the  Home  Confump^ 
tiOn  be  compared  with  the  Price  of  what 
is  fold  for  Exportation,  almoft  in  any  Year 
that  can  be  mentioned; 

For  Exam-pie,  in  this  prefent  Year  To¬ 
bacco  has  been  fold  to  Foreign  Buyers 
from  Two  Pence  Halfpenny  to  Three 
Pence  Halfpenny ;  and  nothing  lefs  than 
Two  Pence,  I  believe,  has  been  offered. 
Which  has  been  refufed  hitherto  by  every 
body. 

•Yet  atthis junriure,  the  beftOronoko 
Tobacco  is  fold  to  Buyers  in  London^  for 
the  Home  Confumption,  for  Seven  Pence 
a  Pound,  which  is  not  more  than  One 
Penny  Halfpenny  without  the  Duty. 
Now  is  it  poffibie  to  fuppofe,  that  any 
Man  Will  take  that  Price  for  any  Commo¬ 
dity,  that  may  be  fold  for  another  Mar¬ 
ket  at  Two  Pence  at  leaft,  without  fome 
very  weighty  Rcafon :  And  the  Reafon  is 

D  plain ; 
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plain ;  Thofc  that  do  this  have  obtained 
Debentures  for  the  full  Quantity  of  theic 
Entries  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  ?  and  what 
they  fell  at  thefe  low  Prices  has  been  goci 
by  Fraud  clear  of  Duty. 

I  will  mention  further  the  Methods  ofs 
carrying  on  thefe  Frauds,  as  I  have  been j 
informed  of  them,  both  by  People  who-a 
have  been  Tobacco  Merchants  themfelves, , 
their  Book-keepers  and  Servants. 

“  Upon  the  Arrival  of  a  Ship,  the 
“  Owner  applys  to  two  Land- Waiters, 
“  whofe  Friendfhip  he  can  rely  upon,  to 
“  know  if  they  can  be  appointed  to  Land 
his  Tobacco  5  and  if  it  happens  that 
they  are  not  at  Leifure,  he  will  delay 
‘‘  it  till  they  are  difengaged.  Then  they 
“  will  take  all  Opportunities  to  fet  down 
“  in  their  Books  as  many  hundred  Pounds' 
“  lefs  than  the  true  Weight,  astheHogf- 
head  will  bear.  If  it  is  aHogfheadof 
■  an  uncommon  Weight  of  a  thoufand  or 
“  eleven  hundred,  they  will  enter  it  lix 
“  or  feven  hundred  5  and  a  HogChead  of 
“  feven  or  eight  hundred  fhall  be'  enter’d 
“  at  five  or  fix  hundred ;  which  are  fup- 
“  pofed  to  be  the  ufual  Weights  of  a 
“  Hogfhead  of  Tobacco;  but  upon  a  very 
“  light  Hogfhead  they  will  perhaps  only 
“  dedud  from  10  to  25  Pounds:  All 

“  which 
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which  is  done  as  Time  and  Opportuni- 
“  ties  offer,  without  being  difcovered  by 
«  the  Land-Surveyor. 

«  The  Coopers  take  all  Opportunities 
“  of  drawing  a  Sample  from  eight  to  ten 
“  Pounds  out  of  a  Hoglhead  before  it  is 
«  weighed,  which  the  Land- Waiters  will 
not  fee  when  they  are  in  the  Intereft  of 
“  the  Merchant. 

“  TheWeighers  too,  as  often  as  they 
“  can,  will  give  a  (hort  Weight  to  the 
Land-Waiters,  tho’  they  never  let  them 
“  know  any  Thing  of  it;  but  they  take 
“  Care  that  the  Merchant's  Agent  lhall 
“  have  Notice  of  thofe  Hogfheads,  by  gi- 
ving  him  the  Landing  Number  of  them, 
“  which  is  called  the  New  Number.  And 
“  as  it  is  always  in  the  Power  of  the 
“  Weigher  to  favour  the  Merchant,  they 
feldoni  fail  to-do  it,  knowing  they  lhaii 
be  well  paid  for  their  Civilities. 

“  When  the  Land- Waiters  fettle  their 
“  Books  with  the  Ship's  Husband,  who 
“  is  the  Merchant's  Agent,  if  any  two  of 
‘‘  them  agree  in  their  Account,  the  third 
‘‘  alters  his  Book  to  make  it  agree  with 
“  theirs ;  So  if  the  Husband  has  but  one 
‘‘  Land-Waiter  in  his  Intereft,  there  is  no 
“  doubt  of  a  Fraud  :  Then  if  the  Marks 
upon  the  Hogfheads  are  cut  out,  there 
“  is  no  Danger  of  Proof  in  Cafe  of  an  In- 
“  formation.  Thefc 
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Thefe  are  the  Methods  ufed  upon  an  Im-. 
portation,  and  I  have  the  following  Ac¬ 
count  of  what  is  done  at  the  Exportation. 

•  The  Importer  endorfes  on  the  Cock- 
“  et  by  which  he  receives  his  Debenture, 
‘‘  the  Hoglheads  with  the  new  M  arks,  and 
adds  to  the  Weight  of  every  light  Hog- 
“  Ihead  as  much  as  will  make  it  amount 
to  the  ordinary  Weight  of  other  Hog- 
fheads  :  And  to  prevent  a  Difeovery, 
“  he  takes  Care  to  have  the  Deputy  Sear- 
“  chers  in  his  Intereft,  that  thofe  Hog- 
“  Iheads  may  not  be  weighed.  But  it  is 
not  the  Cuftom  to  weigh  more  than  two 
“  or  three  Hoglheads  out  of  the  Number 
“  to  be  exported,  and  if  they  agree  with 
the  W eight  endorfed  on  the  Cocket,  it 
“  is  taken  for  granted  the  whole  is  right.  * 
The  Importer  further  takes  Care  to 
“  apply  his  Debentures  to  the  difeharging 
“  of  Bonds  of  the  oldeft  Date  j  that  he 
may  have  the  Ufe  of  a  confiderable  Sum 
“  of  Money  without  paying  Inter  eft,  which 
“  is  the  Occafion  of  fuch  great  Sums  be- 
ing  loft  by  Tobacco  Bonds. 

“  But  he  does  not  reft  here  5  he  muft 
have  the  Benefit  of  the  Difedunts  allow- 
“  ed  for  prompt  Payment  upon  thefe  old 
“  Bonds  5  which  is  effeded  by  paying  down 
“  the  Duties  on  one  Ship  s  Loading,  by 
*1  exporting  it  at  a  convenient  Time,  and 

drawing 


(  29  ) 

drawing  back  out  of  the  old  Debt  a  Half 
Penny  a  Pound  more  than  was  paid. 
This  fhews  there  is  no  fuch  Abfurdity 
in  the  Letter  from  a  Member  of  Parliament 
to  his  Friends  in  the  Country,  as  is  charged 
upon  it  by  a  publick-fpirited  Letter  pub- 
liihed  in  the  ’T)aily  Journal-,  March  2 . 

It  appears  to  have  been  done  in  one  of 
the  Cafes  above-mentioned,  and  muft  be 
generally  the  Confequence  of  difcharging 
Bonds  given  for  the  Duties  of  Tobacco  im¬ 
ported  at  one  Time,  by  the  Exportation 
■  of  what  is  imported  at  another  ;  which 
is  openly  avowed  by  every  body  to  be  the 
Praflice,  and  thought  to  be  very  reafonable 
by  fom?,  who  fay  the  Trade  cannot  be 
carried  on  without  the  Credit  which  is  ob- 
tained  by  this  Expedient,  and  that  the  Acts 
of  Parliament  relating  to  thefe  Duties, 
plainly  intended  fome  Advantage  of  this 
Sort  to  the  Merchant, 

But  whoever  will  look  upon  the  Form  of 
Debentures  in  the  Port  of  London,  (how 
they  are  in  other  Ports  I  don’t  know,)  will 
find  it  very  difficult  to  acquit  the  Perfbn 
who  makes  the  Oath,  of  Perjury.  Per¬ 
haps  barely  giving  Credit  without  Intereft, 
may  be  no  greatDifadvantage  to  the  Crown 
and  a  proper  Encouragement  to  a  Mer¬ 
chant  who  pays  a  great  deal  of  Money  eve¬ 
ry  Year  at  the  Cuftom  Floufe  :  Yet  that 

Mer- 
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Merchant  who  will  not  be  contented  to  be 
•  « 

trufted  without  Intereft,  but  will  by  fuch 
Means  make  the  Crown  pay  him  Ten  per 
Cent,  for  ufing  its  Money,  mult  be  looked 
upon  as  a  very  unreafonable  Perfon.  And 
■  this  is  certainly  very  often  the  .Crowns 
Difadvantage  in  this  Particular  :  But  fomc- 
times  it  is  turned  very  much  to  the  Injury 
of  unfortunate  People,  who  happen  to  be 
bound  as  Securities  in  thefe  Bonds,  in  this  ■ 
Inftance,  that  fome  whofe  Bonds  ought  to 
have  been  cancelled,  the  Tobacco  for 
,  which  they  were  given  being  adually  ex- . 
ported,  have  been  imprifoned  by  Extents ; 
becaufe  that  for  which  they  flood  bound, 
was  wrongfully  applied  to  the  Difcharge  of 
other  Bonds. 

This  Species  of  Fraud,  proved  to  be 
pradifed  in  London  by  the  Merchants 
only,  aggravated  by  what  may  be  pre¬ 
fumed  to  be  done  in  the  fame  Way  in 
other  Ports,  becaufe  it  is  as  eafy,  is  fuch 
an  Injury  as  the  Planters,  who  are  to  be 
conlidered  as  the  Fair  Traders  in  this 
Cafe,  would  be  too  fenfible  of,  without 
any  more. 

But  fome  of  the  Tobacconifts  like- 
wife  employ  their  Talents  and  improve 
their  Stocks  in  this  Manner.  They  fend , 
cut  Tobacco  from  England  to  Dunkirk, 
and  Ojiend)  wdiich  is  exported  to  no 

other 
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Other  End  than  receiving  the  Drawback. 
This  cut  Tobacco,  if  it  may  be  fb  called, 
is  made  up  of  Stalks  flatted  and  Ibme 
bad  Leaves,  the  Refufeand  Sweeping  of 
their  Warehoufes,  out  of  which  they 
place  the  faireft  and  moft  fightly  at  the 
Top  and  Bottom  of  the  Cask,  the  reft 
being  chiefly  Dufl:  and  Sand.  A  Sample 
of  this  Sort  can  be  produced,  which  is 
Part  of  Five  Hogftieads  that  weighed 
Net  3077  lb.  and  were  fold  zt  Dunkirk 
lately  at  Three  Farthings  a  Pound  by  a 
Mafter  of  a  Veflel,  who  declared,  his 
Orders  from  his  Mercliant  were  to  throw 
it  over  board  if  it  was  not  Sold,  and 
1010  Pound  was  allowed  the  Buyer  in 
that  Quantity  for  Sand  and  Dull  •  lince 
which,  1 1  Hoglheads  of  the  fame  fort 
have  been  carried  to  the  fame  Place. 

Belides  this,  it  has  always  been  Ijiil- 
peded,  upon  very  good  Grounds,  that 
great  Quantities,  after  being  jSiipped  off^ 
and  landed  in  Foreign  Parts,  are  brought 
back  again  and  run  a  Ihore  in  Great- 
Britain  ;  and,  as  it  happens,  it  can  be 
proved  that  there  are  conftantly  Eight 
or  Nine  Sloops  or  other  Veflels,  from 
30  to  do  Tons,  that  go  backwards  and 
forwards  from  Ireland  to  Dunkirk^  ma¬ 
king  Three  or  Four  Voyages  at  leaft  in  a 
Year;  They  go  in  Ballaft^  and  load  with 

>  T  obaccQ 


Tobacco,  caitying  from  30  to  50  Hogfr 
heads  each  ;  the  Tobacco  is  ftiippedfrom 
London  in  Time  for  their  Arrival ;  they 
break  up  the  Hogflieads  and  repack  therti 
■with  Preffes  they  have  for  that  Purpofe 
in  Bales  of  100  Weight  each,  not  unlike 
Bales  of  Linnen ;  they  take  their  Clear¬ 
ances  for  Etlboa^  and  make  falfe  Bills 
of  Loadings  and  Charter  Parties  with 
fiditious  Confignments  to  a  Merchant 
there,  for  their  Security  when  they  put 
into  any  Britifh  Ports  ;  for  they  gene¬ 
rally  proceed  firft  for  the  Unglip  Coaft, 
and  as  Opportunity  offers,  fell  what  they 
can  •  but  if  they  don’t  do  their  Bufineft 
there,  they  go  on  to  Ireland. 

All  which  fummcd  up  together,  with 
the  more  inconliderable  Frauds  commit* 
ted  by  Saylors,  who  run  fmall  Quanti¬ 
ties  from  moft  Ships,  make  fuch  a  com¬ 
plicated  Evil  as  no  Trade  in  the  World 
can  Hand  againfl-  and  I  hope,  thofe 
who  are  fb  averfe  to  any  Enquiry  into 
thcfe  Matters,  if  notwithftanding  they 
Ihould  happen  to  be  convinced  of  fuch 
pernicious  Praftices,  will  at  leaft  think 
it  reafonable  to  heaf  with  Patience  the 
Propofals  that  are  offered  to  relieve  a 
People  who  fuffer  fo  much  by  them.  • 

We  fee,  by  thefe  Means,  a  Foreign 
Market  may  be  fupplied  with  what  is 

called 
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called  Tobacco,  at  fo  low  a  Price  as  riiufi:  • 
neceffarily  depreciate  the  Value  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  Commodity.  Experience  puts  it 
pall  doubt,  that  a  Man  who  has  a  Quan¬ 
tity  of  any  Commodity  which  pays  an 
high  Duty,  without  paying  any  thing, 
will  fell  at  any  Rate,  in  order  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  others  who  don’t  take  the  fame 
Meafures  j  and  by  the  Frequency  of  fuch 
Bargains,  every  body  is  at  laft  reduced 
to  luch  a  Price  as  muft  Difgrace  their 
Management  with  their  Correfpondents ; 
while  the  fraudulent  Fadors  can  afford 
to  allow  thofe  that  confign  to  them 
fomething  out  of  their  Frauds,  lb  as  to. 
make  their  Accounts  appear  much  bet¬ 
ter,  and  thereby  raife  a  great  Reputation 
Abroad  for  out-doing  their  Brethren, 
which  enables  them  to  do  more  Mif- 
chief. 

I  believe  there  arc  Gentlemen  in  the 
Trade  who  have  heretofore  accounted 
in  this  Manner  for  fome  very  bad  Sales, 
when  none  fuch  have  been  rendered  by 
others  who  were  much  inferior  to  them 
in  Intereft  with  the  Buyers.  But  the 
Planters .  Misfortune  upon  thefe  Occafi- 
ons  will  be  much  more  Confpicuous, 
from  a  View  of  fome  Accounts  in  feve- 
ral  Years,  of  which  I  will  uive  an  Abrida:- 
ment  as  follows, 


E 
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’Ten  Hogjheads 

Duties,  Freight,  and  other  /.  s.  cl 
Charges,  idj,  15  7 

Com  million,  at  2  i  "half  p^r 

Cent.  3  16  4 


1 6^  1 1  II 


Forty  Four 

Duties,  Freight,  and  other 

Charges,  4 

Commiffion,  at  a  1  half  per 

Cent,  on  6^4  47  17  7  a 

J\et  proceeds,  ap  4  1 1 

^99  *  '5 


Sold 
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tf  "Tobacco. 

Sold  5237  lb.  at  I  d. 
Debentures  and  other  Al¬ 
lowances, 


The  Owner  in  Debt, 


Allowance  for  Damage, 
7  Hoglheads  at  3  d. 
i  I  Hoglheads  at  i  d. 

1  Hoglhead  at  i  d.^ 

5  Hoglheads  Abroad, 

1  Hoglliead  at  %d.^ 

1 6  Hoglheads  at  i  r/.  t 
3  Hoglheads  at  i  d.% 
Drawbacks, 


o- 

^  s.  dt, 
21  5 


I3I 

0 

153 

ij 

5 

15 

16 

6 

• 

160 

i  I 

I  I 

4 

ID 

10 

46 

10 

10 

P 

9 

3 

4 

10 

22 

16 

Id 

14 

3 

4i 

6 

7 

10 

14 

2 

5^7 

2 

.4 

6pp 

I 

5 

Other 
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Other  Accounts  might  be  produced 
of  the  fame  Sort ;  but  thefe  two  will 
be  fufficient  to  (hew  that  the  Planters 
may  be  brought  in  Debt  at  one  Time, 
and  have  lb  low  a  Price  at  another,  that 
it  is  irnpoffible  to  liibfiil  upon  it :  And  lb 
long  as  the  Frauds  and  Abufes  from 
whence  all  this  Milch ief  is  derived,  can 
be  conimitted  with  that  Eafe,  which  we 
fee.  they  may  in  the  'prefent  Methods  of 
the  Cuftpms,  they  can’t  hope  to  be  in  a 
better  Condition. 

Surely  the  Multitude  of  Frauds  which 


are  admitted  by  ibme  to  be  praclifed  in 
all  Trades  where  tiiere  are  hi^h  Duties, 
though  'not  lb  clearly  brought  to  lights 
cannot  he  thought  a  juft  Realbn  for  op- 
poiius;  a  P^eibrnration  of  thofe  in  one 
Trade  of  lb  much  Conlequcnce,  which 
cannot  fubhft  if  they  are  fuffered  to 


continue. 


.  From  whence  proceeds  that  Zeal 
wliich  now  appears  on  all  Sides  to  re- 
cov'^.er  the  Trade  of  the  Sugar  Colonies, 
but  the  Advantage  arifing  from  it  to 
GTcat-Bfitam'^  yet  if  that  be  weighed 
in  tire  Balance  with  the' Tobacco  Trade, 
all  Mankind  .will  give  the  Preference 
.to  the  latter  ;  And  whether  an  effedluai 


Method  to  compel  the  Payment  of  thofe 

Duties. 


(  37  ) 

Duties,  which  h^sve  been  in  Polleflion 
oi  the  Clown  fc?’  fo  many  Years,  and  are 
perpetuated  for  different  Purpofes  by 
the  Laws  in  being,  is  not  as  reafbnable 
a  Remedy  as  wliat  is  propofed  for  the 
Relief  of  the  other,  muft  be  fubmitted. 

The  next  Article  of  Complaint,  that 
the  Fa^fors  Commiffions  are  too  high, 
Ibme  other  Charges  unreafohable,  and 
taking  to  themfelves  all  the  Benefit  of 
Difeounts  unjuiT:,.  they  will  fay  is  with¬ 
out  Foundation  ;  becaiife  a  certain  Au¬ 
thor.  has  lately  arerr’d,  “  That  the  To- 
“  bacco  Merchants  make  no  more 
Charges  on  their  Cofrefpondehts  than 
“  what  is  allowed  >  and  pradliced  by 
“  Merchants  in  all  Parts  of  the  World 
(nay  they  omit  many  Charges  w'hich 
“  are  allowed  in  other  Trades)  and 
“  they  are  alfo  Charges  which  have 
‘‘  been  praftiled  Time  out  of  Mind 
“  with  Allowance  and  Confent,  and 
“  never  .  lb  much  as  complained  of, 
“.much  lefs  difputed,  and  are  now 
“  trumpt  up  only  to  ferve  a  Turn,  by 
“  which  the  Author  ( whom  he  en- 
“  deavours  to  anfwer  ■  not  only  ex- 
“  poles  his  own  Ignorance,  but  the 
“  Ignorance  of  his  Prompter  in  mer- 
“  can  tile  Affairs. 

•«» 


Yet 
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Yet  t  will  venture  to  advance  what 
I  have  been  informed  of,  and  know 
to  be  the  Truth  in  Relation  to  this 
Matter.  The  Factors  Commilfion  be¬ 
ing  charged  upon  the  amount  of  Cre-^ 
dit  in  every  Account^  appears  to  be 
very  confiderable  in  the  two  Accounts 
before  mentioned,  when  the  Planter  is 
brought  in  Debt,  or  has  very  little 
for  his  Tobacco,  and  I  think  there  it 
is  too  great  a  Reward  for  lb  bad  a 
Bargain  ;  but  this  is  admitted  to  be 
a  juft  Charge,  becaufe  it  has  a  long 
Cuftom  to  fupport  it. 

But  I  muft  difputc  the  Gentleman’s 
Averment  as  to  the  reft,  if  he  Means 
that  they  are  juft  ;  and,  I  believe,  if 
the  Matter  of  Fadt  be  againft  him,  any 
Precedent  he  can  produce  from  other 
Trades,  or  the  Pra^ice  of  a  few  Years, 
which  he  calls  Time  out  of  Mind,  will 
hardly  prove  that  when  a  Man  really 
pays  Five  Shillings  in  any  Articles,  he 
ought  in  Account  to  charge  double 
or  treble  that  Sum. 

I  win  do  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Trade 
the  Juftice  to  fay,  that  fome  of  them 
are  much  more  reafonable  in  thele 
Charges  than  others  ;  and  I  believe,  if 
At  any  of  their  Meetings  they  would 

have 
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have  fettled  a  realbnable  Rate  upon  the 
Planters,  which  none  of  them  would 
exceed,  perhaps  there  had  been  no 
Complaint  •  but  when  every  body 
Charges  more  or  lefs  than  another  for 
the  fame  Thing,  People  are  apt  to  flif- 

ped  fome  of  them  of  doing  Wrong, 

In  order  to  Rate  the.  Matter  truly, 
it  will  be  necelTary  to  fhew  two  Ac¬ 
counts  of  leveral  Sorts,  one  for  Tobac¬ 
co  Sold  in  Town,  with  the  Duty  j  and 
the -other  for  fome  Sold  without  the 
Duty  in  the  Years  172^  and  1730,  be- 
ing  very  neaf  the  prefent  Queftiom 
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t>'  One  Hogjhead 

OldSubfidy  of  735)  Ib.  Tobacco,  /.  d,  $. 
zt  1  d.  per  Pound,  25  per 
Cent,  deducted,  1  2 

Cuftom,  at  5  d.  one  third  per 

Pound,  I  j  Cent,  off,  ip  2 

'  • 

16  ^  4 

Entry,  Landwaiters,  and  Bill 


Money,  010 

Freight,  a  o  o 

Primage,  and  petty  Charges,  o  22 
Cooperage  and  Porterage,  o  26 

Cartage  Home,  o  o  p 

Warehoufe  Rent,  o  26 

Brokerage,  020 

Impoft  and  Cocket,  o  30 

Cutting,  020 


Commiffion,  at  2  one  half 

Cent.  o  9  ^ 


10  0 


Sold 
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of  "Tobacco,  Gr- 

’  Sold. 

Suttle,  812. 

Tare,  86^ 

Damage,  30 

Draught  and  '  '  - 

Sample,  .8 

Tret,  •  ad  15a 

662  Net,  at 

6  d.i  18  la  4 

By  the  Ship  for  40  lb.  - 

Damage,  o  j  o 

Certificate  for  Allowance  on  D 

at  one  half  Penny  Pound,  q  j  8 

4 

18  ip  o 

The  Planter  in  Debt  upon  Ba¬ 
lance,  Q  1 1  p 

Ip  10  p 


F 


Old 
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D' 


Six  Hog  [heads 


1.  s.  d. 

.Old  Subfidy  of  5 1 5)0 1. 
at  I  d.  25  'peT  Cent, 
dedudted,  id  4  5 

Cuftom,  at  53  per 
Cent,  deducted,  98  o  8 
Freight, 

Entry  inwards,  Bonds, 

Bill  Money,  and 
Landwaiters^  o  do 
Primage  and  petty 
Charges,  -  is.  td.  0130 
Entry  out,  Searchers 
P'ees,  and  Deben¬ 
tures,  IS.  '  0120 

Cooperage  Inwards 
and  outwards,  %s.  o  i  a  o 
Porterage,Wharfage, 
and  Lighterage,  2.  o  12  o 
Warehoufe  hire,  and 
Cartage,  d  J'.  i  i  d  o 

Brokerage,  2s.  o  la  o 

Cornmiffion  on  150/.  5  ii, 
at  two  I  half  per  Gent. 
Net  proceed. 


/.  s.  d. 


114  5  I 

12  O  O 


530 


3  15  2 
15  2  8 


150  5  II 
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of  Tobacco. 


O 


Per  the  old  Sabfidy,  per 
Cent,  deducted, 


Sm 

ib  4  J 
5)8  o  8 


Per  Cuftom,  per  Cent, 
deduded, 


1^4  i  I 

P^fthe  Ship  for  10  lb.  Tobacco, 
damaged,  at  3  Farthings  per 
Pound,  026 

Per  Certificate  for  Allowance  on 
10  lb.  deftroy’d,  at  i  halfpenny 
per  Pound,  005 

Per  one  Hoglhead  Sold. 

Draught  Tret.  , 
Suttle  8(^5  4  — —  33 

I'fet  828,  at  2  d.  half  Penny,  812^ 
Per  5  Hogfheads  Sold. 

Suttle  823  4  32 

Net  787,  at  I  7  8ths.  6  2  1 1 

Suttle  3531  i’6 — 133: 

33^'^>  I  half  Penny,  21  2.  6 


150  S 


F  2 
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By  thcfe  two  Accounts  it  appears, 
that  the  Fador  charges  befides  the 
Duty,  Freight  and  Conamiffions,  for  his 
^xpences  on  one  Hogflaead  1 5  11  d. 
in  the  firft,  and  in  the  laft  ly  s.  id.  and 
in  both  the  Charge  of  Entry  is  6  d.  left 
than  is  in  moft  Accounts  ;  but  the  Ar¬ 
ticle  of  Brokerage  in  the  firft  Account 
for  Tobacco  fold  for  the  Home  Con- 
fumption,  is  charged  by  very  few  \  we 
fee  a  Difference  in  the  two  Accounts 
for  Warehoufe  hire,  and  the  fame  Thing 
may  be  obierved,  I  believe,  in  any  Ac¬ 
counts  of  two  Merchants  that  can  be 

« 

produced. 

And,  I  believe,  few  People  will  think 
the  Planters  much  favoured  in  thefe 
Charges ,  when  they  are  compared 
with  what  is  left  for  them  upon  Ba¬ 
lance  ;  but  the  Uncertainty  of  them  is 
moft  complained  of.  The  People  of 
Marjiland  made  an  Attempt  very  few 
Years  ago  to  relieve  themielves  by 
fending  a  Perfon  over,  whom  they  pro- 
poled  to  let  up  for  their  Faftor  •  but  he 
found  it  too  great  a  Task  for  want  of 
Money  and  Credit,  fo  he  returned. 

The  principal  Article  of  their  Com¬ 
plaint  was,  that  the  Charges  upon  To¬ 
bacco  was  too  heavy  to  be  borne  ;  and 

an 
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an  eminent  Merchant  in  the  City,  in  or¬ 
der  to  quiet  their  Minds  and  give  them 
Satisfaftion  in  this  Particular,  wrote  the 
following  Letter  to  one  of  h.is  Cor- 
refpondents. 

London^  Decernh. 

SIR,  ■  . 

4  /f"^* - having.fhew’d  me  feve- 

I Y  i  ral  Letters  from  his  particular 
‘  Friends ;  by  which  both  he  and  I  are 
‘  convinced,  how  much  it  is  expelled  and 
‘  defired  by  a  great  many  of  his  Corre- 
‘  fpondents,  that  he  will  make  fome  Al- 
‘  teration  as  to  the  Charge  in  the  Account 
‘  of  Sales  ;  I  was  very  ready,  upon  his 
‘  firft  mentioning  it,  to  acquiefe  in  gi- 
‘  ving  our  Friends  thatSatisfadion  ^  pro- 
*  vided,  upon  a  ferious  Calculation  of  the 
‘  refpedive  Articles  which  make  up  the 
‘  faid  Charges,  we  could  find  any  one 
‘  which  could  be  lelfen’d,  without  being 
‘  certainly  thereby  Loofers  ourfeives,  and 
by  fo  doing,  merit  the  Refleftion  of  a 
‘  whole  Sett  of  People,  (moft  of  them  of 
‘  a  much  longer  Handing  in  Trade  than 
‘  us)  for  breaking  in  upon  an  old  Cuftoni 
‘  out  of  private  or  finifter  Views,  Vvhcn 
‘  it  plainly  appeared  that  all  the  reft  of 
f  the  Trade  were  a£laally  out  of  Pocket, 

‘  even 


» 

‘  even  more  than  the  Charges^^r  the  Ac- 
‘  count  of  Sales :  Accordingly  Mr.  -  -  - 
‘  and  I  having  leriouhy  confidered  the 
‘  whole  Affair,  and  gone  over  all  the  Ar- 
‘  tides  which  make  up  the  Debet  Side  of 
‘  an  Account  of  Sales  one  by  one,  I  lhall 
‘  here  ftate  and  reprefent  them  to  you,  as 

,  ‘  with  Eafe  and  Tuftice  they  are  account- 
‘  ed  for. 

Article  I.  Old  Subfidy  : - This  is 

what  we  pay  in  Cafh  immediately  to  the 
Cuftom-houle,  before  we  can  fb  much  as 
Xiand  a  Hogfhead  of  Tobacco  of  any  Sort, 
either  Sweets  or  Oronoko’s. 

Art.  2.  All  the  other  Duties  —  is  what 
we  call  the  Donded  Duties,  and  what 
we  in  the  Oronoko  Way  (if  poffible  to 
get  Bondfiuen)  generally  give  Bond  for, 
beoaufe  of  Exporting  it  again  •  but  re¬ 
ally  ’tis  fo  hard  and  difficult,  and  the 
whole  Trade  find  fuch  vaft  and  frequent 
Inconveniences  from  that  Particular,that 
the  Commiffion  arifing  on  that  Article, 
(altho’  it  feems  to  flick  in  fome  Sto¬ 
machs)  is  the  hardeft  earned  of  all  you 
give  us ;  I  am  fare,  that  could  it  be  done 
without  Lofs  in  the  Oronoko  Way,  as  it 
is  in  the  fweet  fcented,  a  great  many 
would  always  chule  to  pay  down  the 
whole  Duties  in  Specie,  rather  than  be 

teafed 
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tealed  and  made  greatly  uneafy  for 
Bondfmen.  The  Gentlemen 

are  in  a  full  Confirmation  of  this,  they 
all  doing  lb,  as  well  as  I  dr  any  Body 
elle,  who  import  any  fvveet-fcented,  and 
can  poffibly  raife  Money, -which  they  can 
fooner  do  than  Bondfmen. 


is  2  s.  2  d.  as 
charged  in 
Account  of 
Sales. 


Art.  3.  is  Freight,  which  we  pay  full. 
Art.  4.  Maryland  Duties,  Ditto. 

Art.  5.  Primage  and  Petty  Charges, 
which  Ibme  charge  ^  s.  id.  others  only 
IS.  id.  and  is  accounted  for  in  this 
Manner. 

Prhnage,  6  d. 

■  Wharfage  andLighterage  6d. 

Mr.  Perry.,  3  d. 

Husbanding  the  Ship,  4  d. 

Watching  SC  Drink, dif^^.3  d. 

Art.  6.  Entry  Inwards,  Bonds,  Land- 
Waiters  Fees,  ^c.  which  we  charge 
I  s.  6  d.  for,  and  is  accounted  for. 

Entry  inwards  and  Bonds, 

Land-Waiters  Fees,  3^. 

Charges  of  Dinners,Break- 
fafts  to  the  Husband  and 
Officers  while  landing 
the  Ship,  with  other  in¬ 
cident  Expences,  o  d.l 


I  s.  6d.  as 
charged. 


Art.  y,. 


(  48  ) 

Art.  7.  Entry  Out,  Cocket,  Searchers 
Fees,  Debentures,  as  computed. 

Entry  Outwards  and  Searchers,  ^d.") 
Cocket  Money,  ^c.  3-  d.  raj. 

Debentures  one  with  another,  is.id^ 
Art.  8.  Cooperage  Inwards  and  Out¬ 
wards,  which- we  charge  aJ. 

Coopei’age  on  Board,  id. 

Ditto  Landing,  i  j.  o  ,  /  2  s.  as  charged  in 
Ditto  Outwards,  ^d^  Account  of  Sales. 

Refuiing  and  Hoops,  \d. 

Art.  p.  Porterage,Wharfage  and  Ligh¬ 
terage,  which  we  charge  i  s.  6  d. 
Porterage,  Rehoufing,  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  Rumaging,  6  d.'\ 
Weighing  and  (hipping,  6d./is.6d. 

W  harfage  and  Lighterage  Out¬ 
wards,  6  d. 

Art.  10.  Warehoufe  Rent  and  Cartage, 
Cartage,  v/hich  is  now  '* 

I  j.  id.  and  formerly 
only,  I  j.  o 

W arehoufe-Rent  com-  r  1  s.  6d. 

DUted  only  for  three 
Months,  I  s.  6  d. 

But  we  often  keep  it  longer  than  fix 
Months. 

Art.  1 1.  Brokerage,  which  we  always 
pay  1 S.  if  charged. 

Art.  1 2.  Poftage  of  Letters  the  fame 
when  charged. 

Now 
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‘  Now  thus  I  have  gone  over  and 
‘  aecounted  for  as  near  as  I  can  the 
‘  whole  twelve  Articles  in  your  .Accounts 
‘of  Sales';  and,  in  Truth,  cannot  lay 
‘  where  with  juft  Reafon  T  could  lelTen 
‘  any  of  them  ;  But  in  Regaid  that  Mr. 

‘ - and  I  think  it  may  Ihew  a  Conde- 

‘  Icenfion  and  Readinefs  -  in  us  to  oblige 
‘  and  pleafe  our  Friends,  he  will  this 
‘  Year  cut  off  a  d.  in  the  jth  Article,  and 
‘  make  the  petty  Charges  only  a  s.  and 
‘  on  the  ^th  ditto  6  d,  and  fo  make  that 
‘  of  Entry  Inwards  only  i  s.  if  any  of 
‘  them  all  will  allow  the  leaft  Dedu<S!;ion, 
‘  it  is  the  latter,  becaule  Ibme  Part  of  the 
‘  Expence  is  uncertain,  more  or  lefs,  altho’ 
‘  I  doubt  feidom  the  laft. 

From  hence’ we  may  obferve,  what  a 
Farce  this  Trade  is,  and  how  People  A- 
broad  are  impoled  upon.  The  Charge 
upon  every  Hogfliead  of  Tobacco  in  this 
Way  of  ftating  it  amounts  to  15  j’.  1  d, 
when  it  is  fold  for  Exportation  ;  and  in 
the  Account  I  have  produced  it  is  p  d. 
more  when  it  was  fold  for  the  Home 
Confumption,  tho’  in  that  Cafe  inanv  of 
thefe  Articles  are  w'anting.  Now,  be- 
caufe  this  Gentleman  Ipeaks  of  a  certain 
Rule  and  Cuftom  for  tlris  Charge,  1  have 
examined  a  great  many  Accounts,  and 

G  can't 
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can’t  find  that  any  of  them  agree  in  thele 
Articles;  One  Inftance  is  given  before 
in  the  Account  of  the  fix  Hog{heads,and 

it  were  ne- 

There  is  the  fame  Difference  in  Ac- 
counts  of  what  is  fold  for  the  Home 
Confumption  ;  every  Fa£lor  differing 
from  another,  and  very  often  from  him- 
Iclf  in  thefe  Charges,  raifing  and  abating 
as  they  think  proper. 

I  have  an  Account  of  the  Year  i<5p4, 
where  all  the  fmall  Charges  upon  a 
Hoglhead  of  Tobacco  amounted  to  no 
more  than  3  s.  6  d.  and  I  obferve  in  all 
the  Accounts  of  a  Gentleman  who  was 
in  the  Trade  about  Ten  Years  ago,  no 
more  than  7  %d.  charged,  befides  Bill 

Money;  Which  is  in  my  Opinion  a  very 
manifeft  Evidence  that  fome  of  them 
do  wrong,  becaufe  all  the  Expence  of 
every  Importation  and  Exportation  al¬ 
ways  was  and  is  fettled  at  a  certain  Rate. 

They  pay  for  every  Entry  In¬ 
wards,  Bonds,  Land  waiters  Fees,  and 
Bill  Money,  of  any  Number  of  s.  d. 
Hogfhcads  more  or  lefs,  p  j.  id. 
which  was  formerly  divided  up¬ 
on  the  Hogfiiead  at  6  d.  afterwards 
at  p  d.  and  now.  double  that  Sum, 
but  I  will  allow,  9 


more  might  be  given  if 
cefTary. 


Petty 
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Petty  Charges,  —  Wharfage  ^d. 
Lighterage  3' d.  Loading  4  d.  Ta¬ 
ring  id.  Weighing  3  d.  Porterage  ^d. 
Husband  4,d.  y  i  p 

The  6d.  for  primage  they  never  • 
pay  ;  —  and  the  3  for  the  Trade  • 
is  unjufi:,  becaufe  the  Money  rail¬ 
ed  is  applied  to  the  Purpofes  of  the 
Merchants,  and  now  is  'made  Ule  • 
of  to  oppofe  the  Relief  the  To¬ 
bacco  Colonies  defire. 

Cooperage,;  y  .  I  ’p 

Cartage  p  d.  and  Warehoufe  Rent 
•X  s.  will  make  them  ample  Satisfac¬ 
tion  in  that  Article,  2  p 

In  all  7  o 

which  is  the  moft  that  ought  in 
Juftice  to  be  charged  upon  a  Hdgl-  - 
head  that  is  not  exported. 

The  Expence  of  Ihipping  Tobacco  off, 
added  to  this,  makes  the  Total  of  the 
Charge  upon  every  Hoglhead  of  Tobac¬ 
co,  which  conlifts  of  Wharfage,  Ligh¬ 
terage  and  Porterage  again  p  d.  Broker¬ 
age  a  a'.  Entry  out.  Searchers  Fees  and 
Debentures,  which  upon  every  Entry 
amounts  to  no  more  than  i  510,  and 
that  divided  upon  the  Hoglhead  from 
ac,  to  1000  Ihipp’d  off,  may  without  any 

G  1  Injuftice 
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Injuft  ice  be  computed  at  i  s.  which  will 
make  but  3  s.  p  d.  more,  fo  that  the 
whole  Expence  upon  an  Hogftiead  ex¬ 
ported,  ought  not  to  exceed  i  o  p 
And  becaule  the  Merchants  do  upon 
'  all  Occafions  reproach  the  Planters  A-  . 
broad,  of  the  great  Sums  of  Money  they 
Hand  indebted  to  thern ;  I  would  beg 
them  to  confider  how  much  their  Over¬ 
charges  in  thefe  Particulars,  and  other 
Wrongs  for  fo  many  Years,  would  a- 
niount  to,  and  whether,  if  they  were 
obliged  to  make  Reftitution,  the  Ba¬ 
lance  of  their  Debt  would  be  confidera- 
ble  enough,  to  make  it  neceflary  to  ob- 
tain'an  Ad  of  Parliament  to  enable  them 
to  recover  it. , 

The  Author  before  mentioned  lay^ 

“  he  does  not  know  by  what  Authority 
“  another  Author  undertakes  to  bring 
“  little  DiffereBces  (if  there  be  any)  be- 
“  tween  Merchants  and  their  Correfpon- 
dents  to  the  Gonfideration  of  the  Pub- 
“  lick,  becaufe  he  cannot  be  fo  weak 
“  as  to  think  the  Miniftry  or  L«egifla- 
“  tirre  will  ftoop  fo  low  as  to  concern 
“  themfelves  in  Affairs  of  fo  •  little 
“  Moment. 

And  I  auree  w’ith  him,  that  this  Mat-, 
ter  is  not  fit  to  take  up  any  of  their 

Time, 
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TirnCj  nor  are  the  People  who  make  this 
Complaint  fo  bad  Lawyers  as  to  defire 
an  Ad:  of  Parliament,  that  a  Merchant 
Piall  not  charge  his  Correfpondent  more 
than  he  pays  upon  his  Account  y  bpt 
v/hen  they  were  complaining  of  a  Pub- 
lick  Mifchief,  it  was  not  improper  to 
mention  a  private  Inconvenience,  which 
will  be  probably  redrefled  when  thefe 
Gentlemen  v/ill  be  under  a  Neceffity  of 
making  a  new  Contrad  with  their  Cor- 
relpondents,  from  the  propofed  Altera¬ 
tion  in  cohering  the  Duties ;  and  till 
then  they  know  they  can  have  no  Re- 
dreis. 

The  Difpute  about  ■  Difeounts,  will 
with  out  .doubt  be  imputed  to  theT/r- 
gtnians  as  a  moft  abfurd  thing  \  that 
they  who  have  no  Money  at  all,  iliould 
defire  Intercil  for  any ;  therefore  it  will 
be  neceffary  to  Rate  that  Qjreition  as  it 
really  is. 

The  Pari  lament  intended  this  Advanr 
tage  to  the  Planter  ^  in  default  of  his 
Ability,  the  Fador  takes  it  himfelf, 
which  they  all  agree  is  the  moll  valu¬ 
able  Percpiifits  in  the  Bufinefs,  being 
TO  per  Cc-Vit  Interelt  for  i8  Months: 
Then,  as  the  Planter  gives  him  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  making  , lb  great  an  Ad  van- 
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tage  of  Money,  he  ought  to  take  Care  of 
the  Perfon  whom  he  trulls  it  to,  and  not 
look  upon  the  Planter  as  his  Security  for 
one  he  never  faw  in  his  Life;  and  when 
he  fails,  to  refort  to  him  for  the  Princi- 
pal  Money,  as  well  as  this  high  Interell, 
even  when  all  the  proper  Means  for  re¬ 
covering  it  have  been  neglcdlcd,  yet 
this  happens  frequently  to  be  the  Cafe 
of  thole  that  have  no  Money  :  On  the 
other  Hand,  it  is  llrange  that  thofe  Peo-. 
pie  who  have  Money,  which  Ibmetimes 
happens,  and  appropriate  it  to  the  pay¬ 
ing  the  Duties  of  Tobacco  they  fend  to 
Great-Britainy  Ihould  not  find  the  fame 
Account  in  it,  which  the  Merchants  fay 
they  do.  But  in  that  Cafe,  Men  mull 
be  difcouraged  from  infringeing  this  valu¬ 
able  Privilege,  and  be  convinced  that  no 
Advantage  at  all  can  be  made  of  Money 
in  this  Way ;  which  is  done  by  this  Me¬ 
thod.  The  Charges  upon  a  Hoglhead 
of  Tobacco,  befides  the  Duty  and  Com- 
milTions,  are  about  3  /.  this  the  Fador 
always  paid  for  every  body,  whether  he 
has  Money  or  not,  in  Confideration  of  his 
Commilfions ;  the  Duty  upon  a  Hogs¬ 
head  may  be  computed  generally  to  15/. 
which  is  all  that  a  Man  ought  to  provide 
for  this  Purpofe,  but  the  Fador  infills. 


{  55  ) 

if  he  will  entitle  himfelf  to  the  DiC* 
counts,  he  lhall  find  the  other  3  /.  too. 
Then  for  100  Hoglheads  of  Tobacco, 
1800/.  mull  be  lodged  in  the  Fadors 
Hands  ;  when  this  is  done,  another  100 
Hoglheads  is  lent  the  next  Year,  but  the 
former  Confignment  is  either  not  fold, 
or  no  Money  received  upon  it,  which 
makes  it  necelfary  to  provide  the  fame 
Sum  again:  So  that  in  the  Courfe  of  very 
flow  Payments,  which  is  much  com- 

^  y 

plained  of,  a  Man  may  keep  3600  /.  em- 
,  ployed  conftantly  for  the  lake  of  the 
Difcounts  upon  100  Hoglheads,  which 
will  reduce  them  to  a  fmall  Intereft  : 
And  then  for  the  fake  of  this  Intereft, 
he  mull  truft  without  Security,  and  has 
no  Objection  to  make  againft  the  Mer¬ 
chant’s  charging  him  with  the  Lofs  of 
the  whole  •  whereas  in  the  other  Cafe, 
I  fancy  there  might  be  fome  Room  for 
Difpute. 

This  is  one  apparent  Difadvantage  at¬ 
tends  the  applying  of  Money  to  this  Pur- 
pofe,  upon  the Faftofs Terms;  but  there 
is  another  as  obvious. 

A  Man  mull  always  lodge  Money  to  an- 
fwer  the  Duties  of  the  whole  Quantity  of 
Tobacco  he  fends,  left  it  Ihould  be  fold 
at  Home  :  But  it  may  very  frequently  hap¬ 
pen, 
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pen,  that  all,  or  great  Part  of  it  may  be  ex¬ 
ported,  and  then  the  V/hole  Money,  or  fo 
much  as  the  Duty  of  the  exported  Tobacco 
amounts  to,  lies  idle  in  the  Faftor's  Hands  3 
which  pollibly  may  be  a  T emptation  to  fell 
luch  a  Mans  Tobacco  abroad,  when  it 
might  be  fold  at  Homt.  I  mention  this 
not  for  the  Sake  of  making  Refleftion, 
hot  becaufe  I  have  heard  Men  of  Money 
complain  of  it. 

As  to  the  7  per  Cent  per  Annum-,  which 
■  is  another  Occafion  of  Complaint,  I  do  in- 
hft,  that  the  Tobacco  Fadors  in  London 
never  having  allowed  any  thing  upon  that 
Article  to  one  of  their  Cor'refpondents, 
mull  upon  fomeOccafionhavc  done  wrong, 
bccaule  it  can  be  proved  that  they  are  paid 
fometimes  in  fix  Months,  fometimes  in 
nine,  and  very  often  in  twelve  5  then 
without  any  C^iertion,  the  Perfon  whofe 
Morey  they  receive,  if  he  is  not  a  Debtor, 
is  juftly  entitled  to  this  Allowance  in  Pro-' 
-  portion  as  the  Time  of  Payment  is  to  18 
Months,  v/hich  would  be  very  confider- 
able. 

But  the  Anfwer  they  always  give  to  thefe 
Matters  is,  that  they  lofe  Money  by  theii^ 
Ships,  and  inture  Debts  for  thofe  that  de- 
fire  it  for  Half  per  Cent,  which  is  the  Icaft 
Premium  that  ever  was  taken  in  the  W orld. 

I  knovf 
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.  i  know  very  well  they  have' too'  much 
ileafon  to  complain  of  Shipping  ;  if  has 
undoubtedly  ruined  many  in  the  Trade, 
and  1  do  not  think  they,  or  any  body  elfe, 
will  employ  Ships  conilantly  in  it  upon  the 
Terms  they  do  now,  if  the  Trade  fhould, 
be  regulated  as  is  propofed. 

But  many  of  their  Loil'es  in  this  Article 
are  to  be  imputed  to  the  Imprudence  of 
fome  who  fend  Ships  to  emulate  others, 
without  a  competent  Intereftto  load  them  5 
and  the  Gentlemen  abroad  know  they  have 
fecret  Advantages,  which  they  never  will 
depart  from ;  and  therefo  re  they  beat  down 
their  Freights  by  way  of  Reprizal. 

Whereas  when  all  Differences  are  ad* 
[lifted,  and  their  Profits  afeertained,  it  can¬ 
not  be  fuppofed  that  they  will  have  any 
Caufc  of  Complaint  in  this  Particulan 
The  other  Matter  of  infuring  Debts  is 
not  truly  dated,  for  they  do  not  infure 
Debts  for  Cent.  only.  If  a  Cor- 

rcipondent  deftres  to  be  infured,  they 
charge  him  Three  f’er  Cent,  upon  the  foot 
of  the  Credit,  including  all  the  Duties,  as 
well  for  Tobacco  fold  for  the  Home  Con- 
fumption,  as  for  that  which  is  exported  ; 
then  they  have  Half  j)er  Cent,  upon  thole 
Duties,  which  they  .either  don’t  pay,  or  are 
not  under  any  Manner  of  Hazard  of  lo- 

H  ^  fing ' 
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Sng  5  To  that  they  have  lb  much  more  than 
per  Cent,  in  this  Article,  as  the  Pro¬ 
portion  of  the  exported  Tobacco  is  more 
than  the  Home  Conlumption;  which,  if 
the  Gentlemen  will  allow  very  great 
Frauds,  may  be  computed,  as  it  always  has 
bceUj  to  two  Thirds  ■,  but  if  there  be  no 
Frauds,  it  is  at  leaft  live  Sixths. 

And  if,  as  they  fay  themfelves,  this 
is  not  fuiiicicnt,  becaufe  they  frequently 
iofe great  Sums  of  Money,  and  for  that 
Reafon  muft  have  the  Advantage  of  all  the 
Abatements  and  Allowances  a?  the  Cuftom 
Houfe  which  were  intended  for  the  Plan¬ 
ter,  to  balance  fome  other  Difadvantages 
and  Hardfnips  he  lies  under,  and  accumu¬ 
late  Clxarges  they  never  pay  befides  ;  I  do 
not  know  how  any  body  but  themfelves 
can  tell  v/hat  Premium  they  have  for  In- 
furing,  perhaps  more  than  ever  was  given 
in  any  Gale  of  equal  Hazard. 

Yet  if  this  be  allowed  to  be  one  Inftancc 
of  their  Goodnefs  to  the  Planters,  it  is  ve¬ 
ry  uncertain ‘how  long  it  will  continue; 
for  whenever  they  ccafc  to  charge  the  Half 
per  Cent,  a  Perlon  who  imagined  himfelf 
under  great  Security  before,  may  be  ruin’d, 
bccaufe  his  FaClor  may  lay  he  did  not  infure 
in  that  Cafe,-  and  1  wifa  Ibmething  of  that 
Sort  has  not  happened  very  lately. 

There- 
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Therefore  the  Planters  have  no  Rcafon 
to  be  contented  in  this  Particular. 

And  there  are  other  infitpporfable 
Hardihips  ftill  remaining,  which  I  agree 
are  not  aitoeether  to  be  imouted  to  the 

O  i- 

Faclors,  but  to  the  iNVure  and  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Trade,  and  lome  bad 
Cuftoms  that  have  prevailed  in  it,  only 
in  Lofidon, 

It  is  notorious,  that  their  Tobacco  is 
frequently  plundered  before  it  is  landed  ’ 
when  it  is  weighed  no  more  than  Ten 
Pounds  is  deducted,  and  the  relf  pays  the 
Duty  ;  when  it  is  fold,  the  Retailer  muft 
have  large  and  unrealonable  Samples,  and 
one  adth  Part  for  Tret  of  what  remains, 
clear  of  Duty  •  befides,  the  Merchants 
muft  have  other  Samples,  which  are  kept 
out  of  the  Account. 

This  is  clearly  ftated  upon  one  Hog- 
ftreadin  one  of  the  Accounts  above-men¬ 
tioned,  by  which  it  appears  that  73^  J'th. 
paid  Duty  ;  only  6^6  is  weighed  to  the 
Buyer,  and  cut  of  that  8  Uk.  for  Draught 
and  Sample,  and  16  fox  Tret,  is  deduc¬ 
ted*  lb  there  remains  but  bba,  for  which 
the  Planter  receives  a  very  low  Price,  not 
fufficient  to  balance  the  Chars;es. 

'  And  the  fame  thing  will  appear  in 
feme- Degree,  I  believe,  in  tU  the  Ac« 
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counts  of  Sales  in  London ^  which  I 

will  give  the  following  Specimen. 

^  20  Hogfheads  paid  Duty  for  ij 1 6i Ih. 
Gi  which  only  145^7  delivered  to 
the  Buyer,  and  out  of  that  was  dedudted 
5^1  for  Tret;  fo the  Planter  in  that  Ac¬ 
count  paid  Duty  for  iijd  Pounds  more 
than  was  fold. 

8  Hogiheads  paid  Duty  for  6^357  llh. 
of  which  only  6221  was  delivered  to  the 
Bu^cr,  out  of  which  was  deduded  230 
for  Tret,  whereby  the  Planter  loft  the 
Duty  of  375  Pounds,  which  is  alefsPro- 
portjon  than  the  former:  But  in  ail,  the 
Dift'erence  is  fo  great,  that  whenever  To¬ 
bacco  meets  with  a  low  Market,  the 
Owner  ol  it  muft  be  either  brought  in 
Debt,  or  have  little  or  nothing  to  fup- 
port  liimfelf  and  his  Family.  -  i 

Thefe  are  the  other  Miferies  of  this 
Trade,  which  have  been  lone;  known  to 
thofe  who  are  Truftees  for  the  Planters; 
aud  it  is  hard,  that  in  all  their  Meetings 
and  Confultations,  not  one  Step  fhould 
be  taken  towards  ibme  Reformation  ;  but 
that  the  laft  Rciult  lliould  be  topreferve 
the  old  Methods,  from  whence  no  Good 
can  beexpeded,  and  to  oppoie  innova^ 
tions  of  evmry  Kind, 
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It  is  Pity  fomeof  that  pubiick  Spirit 
which  at  this  Jundure  appears  lb  fplcn- 
did  among  them,  fhould  never  be  exer¬ 
ted  in  Favour  of  a  diftrefled  People,  by 
whom  many  have  lived,  and  feme  got 
Eftates  •  if  not  to  forward  one  Scheme, 
to  propofe  fome  other,  in  their  Opini¬ 
ons  more  effedual,  inftead  of  crying  out 
againft  all  Manner  of  Relief. 

The  Remedy  now  offered  to  the  Wil- 
dom  of  the  Nation,  is  to  fubftitute  Ibme 
other  Security  in  the  Room  of  Bonds, 
and  to  turn  the  Duties  from  the  Fador, 
that  is,  the  Planter,  upon  the  Buyer. 
Bonds,  we  fee,  produce  vail  F'rauds,  and 
are  complained  of  by  the  eminent  Mer¬ 
chant  before-mentioned,  as  one  of  the 
greateft  Difficulties  the  Fador  lies  under 
on  Account  of  Securities,  When  they 
are  deluded  to  become  bound,  what  De- 
ffrudion  docs  it  bring  upon  fome  of 
them,  and  how  many  poor  Families  do 
we  fee  undone  by  it  ?  It  is  plain  from 
what  has  been  laid,  how  much  the  Plan¬ 
ter  is  concerned  to  get  them  removed  : 
But  there  is  one  Misfortune  more,  which 
will  always  remain,  lb  long  as  they  fub- 
ift. 

The  Market  in  Holland^  which  was 
|)ne  of  the  bell  in  the  World,  is  de- 
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llroy’d  ;  confiderable  Merchants  have 
been  turn’d  out  of  that  Trade,  and  others 
dilcouraged  from  entering  into  it,  bc-» 
caufe  the  Tobacco  Faftors  ufed  to  fend 
great  Quantities  thither,  after  the  Mar¬ 
ket  was  fufficiently  furnilhed  before  by 
their  own  Cuftomers. 

This  oecafions  fo'  much  lying  conti¬ 
nually  there  unfold ;  fubjefts  the  Planter 
to  a  double  Freight  and  Commiffion, 
befides  other  Charges  ;  and  at  laft  pro¬ 
duces  a  wretched  Price:  Which  could 
not  happen,  if  the  Trade,  was  not  made 
fubfervient  to  the  Neccffity  of  dilchar- 
ging  Bonds  at  certain  Times,  and  draw-, 
ing  back  the  Money  paid  down. 

Changing  the  Cuftoms  into  Inland; 
Duties,  will  be  placing  the  Burthen 
right,  upon  thofe  who  make  50  /. 

Cent,  of  the  Money  they  employ  iij' 
Trade,  and  don’t  abate  one  Farthing  tc 
the  poor  Confumer  on  Account  of  tha 
Frauds.  The  P'actors  will  be  eafed  ol 
the  Hazard  of  infuring  Debts  for  fd 
fmall  a  Premium  ;  by  which,  they  fay^ 
they  have  loft  vaft  Sums  of  Money  i' 
and  it  is  ftrange  they  ftiould  ftill  defir| 
to  preferve  fo  great  an  Inconvenience. 

As  to  the  Objedions  that  are  mad  i| 
againft  it  in  refped  to  the  Planters  In  I 
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tereft,  they  arc  groundleis  and  ridicu¬ 
lous,  becaule  nothing  can  turn  more  to 
his  Prejudice  than  the  prefent  Method 
of  the  Cuftoms,  but  deftroying  or  lef- 
lening  theUle  of  Tobacco  j  and  I  have 
not  heard  the  moll  fober  and  experien¬ 
ced  Merchants  fay  anyThing  of  that  Sort. 
The  only  weighty  Reafon  I  have  heard 
offer’d  is,  that  No-body  will  tranfad  Bu- 
finefs  for  the  Planters,  if  this  Scherne 
"takes  Place  ^  and  without  doubt,  it  will 
be  a  great  Afflidion  to  them  to  part 
with  fuch  good  Friends ;  but  it  is  hoped 
a  Ihort  Experience  will  change  their 
Minds,  and  convince  them  of  their  Er¬ 
ror  :  If  not,  the  People  of  Virginia, 
who  have  the  Misfortune  to  differ  from 
them  in  Opinion  ^  and  for  that  Rcaibn 
are  not  allowed  to  have  common  Senle 
in  an  Affair  they  have  Ibme  Pretenfions 
to  underitand,  will  be  forced  to  own 
their  Miftake,  and  will  undoubtedly  de¬ 
lire  thole  Gentlemen  to  receive  them  a- 
gain  under  their  Dominion. 

But  in  the  mean  Time,  they  defire  to 
have  the  Reputation  of  knowing  fome- 
thin'^  m  their  own  Affairs,  and  of  com¬ 
plaining  upon  very  juft  Grounds,  with¬ 
out  being  led  into  it  by  the  Contrivance 

and  Artifice  of  the  Miniftry,  which  is 
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unjuftly  and  falfly  reported  :  For  if* 
there  was  any  Thing  that  gave  Occa- 
fion  to  this  Complaint,  befides  the  great 
Hardftiips  herein  fet  forth,  which  it 
would  have  been  a  Reproach  to  bear 
any  longer,  it  was  the  Failing  of  one 
confiderable  Merchant^  fome  injurious 
Reports  about  the  Credit  of  another 
and  a  certain  publick  Sale  at  the  Virgi¬ 
nia  Coffee-houfe,  which  was  advertized 
by  moft  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Trade, 
who  wrote  moft  terrible  Accounts  of 
the  Confequences  of  it. 

It  is  hoped  the  Nation  will  not  think 
themfelves  injured  by  giving  a  reafonable 
R.elief  to  thole  Colonies  ^  w^hen  they 
confider  what  Numbers  of  People  they 
employ  here  •  and  that  one  Man  there 
brings  more  Profit  to  this  Kingdom  than 
two  Men  in  it.  Which  will  not  be  the 
Cafe,  if  they  ftiould  be  driven  to  the 
Neceffity  of  turning  their  Induftry  to 
Manufadures,  which  they  are  very  ca¬ 
pable  of. 
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